August 24] A landlady s admiration of Johnson,       109
Johnson. I had pledged myself that we should go to the inn, and not stay supper. They pressed us, but he was resolute. I saw Mr. Riddoch did not please him. He said to me, afterwards,' Sir, he has no vigour in his talk.' But my friend should have considered that he himself was not in good humour; so that it was not easy to talk to his satisfaction. We sat contentedly at our inn. He then became merry, and observed how little we had cither heard or said at Aberdeen : that the Aberdonians had not started a single mawkin (the Scottish word for hare) for us to pursue1.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 24.
We set out about eight in the morning, and breakfasted at Ellon. The landlady said to me,' Is not this the great Doctor that is going about through the country ?' I said,' Yes.' 1 Ay, (said she,) we heard of him. I made an errand into the room on purpose to see him. There's something great in his appearance: it is a pleasure to have such a man in one's house ; a man who does so much good. If I had thought of it, I would have shewn him a child of mine, who has had a lump on his throat for some time.' ' But, (said I,) he is not a doctor of physick.' 'Is he an oculist?' said the landlord. 'No, (said I,) he is only a very learned man.', LANDLORD. ' They say he is the greatest man in England, except Lord Mansfield0.' Dr. Johnson was highly entertained with this, and I do think he was pleased too. lie said, ' I like the exception: to have called me the greatest man in England, would have been an unmeaning compliment: but the exception marked that the praise was in earnest: and, in
session is but from the ist of November to the 1st of April' [five months instead of seven]. Piozzi Letters, \. Il6. In his Works (ix. 14) Johnson by mistake gives eight months to the St. Andrews session. On p. 5 he gives it rightly as seven.
1 Beattie, as an Aberdeen professor, was grieved at this saying when he read the book. 'Why is it recorded?' he asked. ' For no reason that I can imagine, unless it be in order to return evil for good.' Forbes's Beattie, ed. 1824, p. 337.
' See ante, ii. 385, and iii. 237.
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